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Procuring drinking water is complicated in part because the water can be contaminated in many ways and at nearly every step in the process

of collecting it. Certain frequent causes of water contamination are: improper disposal of human waste (inadequate sanitary facilities), poor

hygiene (failure to wash hands), livestock excrement (particularly if the water is collected in an unprotected river or stream), agricultural run-

off and industrial waste. These are just a few of the ways water can become contaminated.
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