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A mass storage stove or ‘heat storage stove’ is a primary heating device. Its mass, which is made up of heavy material (stone, brick and

concrete), stores energy from a re that burns once during the day (lasting between 1 and 3 hours). Once the re has gone out, it then

continues to give out heat over a prolonged period (for up to 24 hours). Its mass provides thermal inertia which helps to keep an even

temperature inside a building (which is why these stoves are often also called “inertia stoves”). The whole of the quantity of wood needed to

heat the dwelling is burnt in one go, making it burn hotter which allows complete and more environmentally-friendly combustion. It is a

storage device which is designed to absorb the bulk of the energy that is generated from combustion and exhaust gases, which cool down

considerably once out of the stove. Accumulated heat is mainly diffused by radiation and, in a few cases, by convection. This particular type of

heating, i.e. that uses radiation, is best located in the centre of the dwelling and therefore, most mass stoves these days are positioned in the

main room which opens out onto the lounge, dining room and kitchen. As yield tends tend to be in the majority of cases higher than 80%,

these stoves are considered to be one of the most ef cient wood-fuelled heating devices.
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