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Either sodium hydroxide (NaOH, caustic soda) or potassium hydroxide (KOH, caustic potash) can be used as a catalyst. They are both

corrosive and highly basic. These chemicals are quite common and can be found in DIY stores, on line or through chemical suppliers. KOH and

NaOH are both hygroscopic, which means they absorb the humidity in the atmosphere quickly. They become less ef,cient catalysts in the

presence of water: always keep them in sealed, airtight containers.
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